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Town of Algoma Sanitary District #1 

June 7, 2018 
Regular Monthly Meeting. 
1) Open regular monthly meeting. 
2) Commission President Jim Savinski with Commissioner Peter Cernohous present called the regular monthly meeting for June to order at 

3:30 p.m. Also present were Utility Director Kevin Mraz, District Accounting Manager Mike Claffey, District Attorney Ray Edelstein, and 
Utility Clerk Sara Gonzales. Commissioner Chad Hayes was excused. 
a) Jim noted the District is using a tape recorder for maintenance of the minutes. 
b) Approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Jim made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular monthly meeting on May 

10 as submitted/second-Peter/carried unanimously. 
c) Approve cash receipts and investments for sanitary and water. Jim made a motion to approve the cash receipts for sanitary and 

water as submitted/second-Peter/carried unanimously. 
i) Note any investment changes. None. 
ii) Note any balance adjustments. None. 

d) Approve pending bills and previous disbursements for sanitary and water. Mike mentioned the following information regarding pending 
bills: 
- Fabick Cat: purchase of a new skid steer for $65,800 less a $17,000 trade in allowance, for a balance due of $48,800. 
- City of Oshkosh: sewage treatment invoice for first quarter of 2018 for $45,053.74. The District’s flow was 5.44% of the total 

wastewater flow at the City’s wastewater plant, bringing the treatment cost to $1.14 per thousand gallons.  
- I-41 Trailers: purchase a new trailer to haul the skid steer for $8,150. 
- Oshkosh Postmaster: postage for mailing the 2017 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) for $470. 
- Xylem: invoice for a 3-phase monitor at the Fenzl Flow Station for $341. 
- Peter made a motion to approve the June pending bills and the May previous disbursements for sanitary and water as 

submitted/second-Jim/carried unanimously. 
3) Public Forum. No one was in attendance from the public. 
4) Commissioner Statements. 

- Jim asked how the Town Planning meeting went that Kevin attended.  
o Kevin stated there were two members from the East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, one engineer, and the 

Town of Algoma Chairman, Joel Rasmussen, at the meeting. He explained to the Town of Algoma (Town) that the District has 
adequate drinking water supply and wastewater treatment capacity available to serve the entire protected boundary area of the 
Town. The District has water and sanitary sewer mains located west of Honey Creek Road to serve the newly proposed “Clairville 
Road” extension located north of Witzel Avenue and south of Highway 21.  

o Kevin recommended the Town consider expanding their plan to include two lanes in each direction for the proposed Clairville Road 
extension.  He added Ben Krumenauer, the Town Administrator, currently only projects 1,300 to 3,300 vehicles per day on this 
new road by the year 2045. Kevin feels traffic counts would be much higher based on the existing businesses and homes south and 
east of the proposed road, and the low traffic estimates would not suit many commercial ventures. Peter added the Town should 
consider the expansion capabilities this area has to offer and build for greater potential. Kevin agreed, adding the Town estimates 
about 800 additional vehicles per day upon completion of the 40 acre development by Jones Park. Kevin also explained to the Town 
that these commercial areas near Highway 21 will have major traffic congestion issues for vehicles that are turning left if only one 
lane is installed according to the Town’s proposal. The Town responded that the current proposal only includes 66’ right-of-way 
(ROW) with a single lane in each direction, and the engineer stated he could look into expanding the ROW to an estimated 80’ to 
allow double lanes.  

o He additionally explained to the Town the future plans for commercial development for the land in this area. This type of 
commercial development, which already exists in the City of Oshkosh (City) south and east of the 20th Street and Clairville Road 
intersection, along with expected residential growth in the Town and City south of the proposed road, would generate a huge 
increase in traffic counts accessing Highway 21. There are many residents that work at other commercial businesses south of this 
road and live in this area that would use the new road as a corridor route instead of Oakwood Road or North Westhaven Drive.  

o Kevin also recommended that the Town offset the proposed Clairville Road approximately ¼ mile west of the existing Clairville 
Road from the Witzel Avenue intersection to prevent driveway access on this future busy road and avoid having the Town to acquire 
additional land from existing residents to allow for construction of the new road. He mentioned to the Town that the intersection of 
Highway 21 would need to be revised from the current plan and asked whether a raised intersection or a roundabout was proposed 
for the area. The Town stated they wanted a roundabout for aesthetics and to help slow down traffic on Highway 21. 

o Jim asked if the proposed Clairville Road extension would be the financial responsibility of Winnebago County or the State of 
Wisconsin. Kevin answered the engineer presented it as being funded by either state and local funds or all local funds. If it is all 
local funds, the project would be cheaper, however, it would cost local residents more money, but it would also depend on whether 
the Town receives a grant for this project. 

- Jim asked if the Town is planning to just overlay Leonard Point Road like they did North Oakwood Road, and Peter said that is what it 
sounded like Ben explained when he attended one of the District’s recent meetings. 

- Kevin also mentioned public access to Jones Park is currently through Leonard Point Road and suggested putting in a trail from the 
Olde Apple Acres Subdivision north to the south edge of the quarry and then cross to the park. He also mentioned, as alternatives, 
building a cattle crossing such as a tunnel under Leonard Point Road, or a bridge over the road to allow pedestrians and bicyclists to 
cross safely.  
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o The Town is currently proposing trails on Leonard Point Road, but Kevin would prefer to see pedestrians use backroads rather than 
place them right next to the traffic of that busy and fast-paced road.  

- Kevin also stated he has seen proposals that connect Twilight Court just west of the salvage yard to Highway 21, adding another access 
point near the town line, to ease some of the traffic since Sand Pit Road is being used more now also. Peter added there are a lot of 
houses recently built in that area that have to use Leonard Point Road to reach Highway 21. Jim added he would be surprised if the DOT 
allowed another access point on Highway 21. 

- Kevin stated he spoke with the developers of the Jones Farm parcels north of Jones Park, Eric Hoffman and Randy Schmiedel, at a 
Westside Association meeting that morning. Kevin explained Eric and Randy have been holding individual meetings, including one 
with the residents on Leonard Point Lane, to address stormwater plans and to reassure them the new residents of this development would 
not drive on their street. There also was a group meeting with residents on Leonard Point Road to address some of their individual 
concerns about how this development would potentially affect them. 

- Jim stated he received a phone call that morning from a resident on Timberline Drive who told Jim what a great job Kevin did handling 
a recent inquiry he had. He said that Kevin is valuable to this District, he went above and beyond what was expected, and the resident 
was surprised how much Kevin did that did not even involve the District, including providing helpful advice and maps.  
o Kevin thanked Jim for relaying the compliment and explained this resident stopped in the office because of a sulfur smell in his hot 

water. He explained to the resident how to turn up his hot water heater for a period of time and asked that he let the office know if 
he was still having issues.  

o While talking with Kevin, the resident also mentioned the stormwater pond in his subdivision on Leonard Point Road that was 
constantly full and was under the impression it was supposed to dry out. Kevin explained to the resident the District is not in charge 
of stormwater and suggested he contact the Town of Algoma for the drainage plan. The resident told Kevin he had been trying to 
obtain that information for over a year, as he discovered Winnebago County does not oversee that pond, and neither the Town nor 
the developer could locate the drainage plan. Kevin located the design plan for this area in the District’s files which show the pond 
was designed with a safety shelf to hold about six feet of water, and he stopped by that day with another staff member to show him 
the plan. The resident was thankful for Kevin’s help in clarifying his misunderstanding. 

5) Director’s Report. 
a) Review of District statistics.  

- The District released 7 sewer permits and 13 water permits so far this year. Kevin noted the District has made several more water 
connections recently because property sales drive residents to test their water, identifying elevated levels of arsenic. When one 
property owner on Scarlet Oak Trial with a water valve available decided to connect to municipal water recently, the excavator had 
to dig through some rock, insulate the water lateral, and fill it with dirt because it was only four feet deep in one area.  

b) Correspondence.  
- Kevin sent a letter to the Town of Algoma (Town) explaining the water connection costs for Jones Park, which include a water 

supply charge of $4,059.65 due upon permit application and a watermain assessment due when it is installed along the property 
line in the future. Once watermain is extended from Addie Parkway past the park property, Kevin proposes to divide the cost 
between the Town and the developer to the east unless the Town has an agreement with the developer that addresses how this cost 
would be paid. The developers were informed previously that they would need to connect the existing watermains when developing 
those parcels. He is proposing to charge the Town the water supply charge, which helps cover the cost for the District’s water 
treatment facilities and water tower, now that this connection has been installed. Kevin had numerous meetings with the Town in 
the past and has disclosed the cost to connect to water with their previous engineers and Town Administrators.  
o Kevin mentioned the District would no longer need to absorb the cost to install the water service to the property line of the park 

since staff learned the park’s water service installation was included in the construction contract. 
o Peter asked where the watermain on Leonard Point Road is located, and Kevin stated it ends at Duchess Lane by the new 

storage sheds. Kevin also mentioned the owner of the storage sheds filled in the ditch at the front of the property, which must 
be considered the high area of the parcel, and stormwater drains toward the pond at the back of the property. 

- Kevin presented a map and stated a parcel of land on Egg Harbor Lane by Skipper Buds has been officially donated to the District 
by the DOT. It is a rectangular parcel by Highway 41 that contains a gravel pad and has a green fence to the tree line with 90 feet 
of frontage on the lake. Kevin is open to ideas for naming this parcel of public land and provided suggestions following the example 
of Our Park. Kevin plans to meet with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to find out what requirements exist for 
installing a wooden pier, but he does not want to install a flagpole that the Operators would have to raise and lower and verify has 
sufficient lighting. Other ideas include a bench, fountain, or a selfie station, allowing the public to take pictures by the lake. Ray 
added this access would be good for fishing in the springtime, kayak launching in the fall, and Jim added maybe access for 
snowmobiles in the winter. Peter suggested the District advertise the area in the future as a public release point for kayaks.  
o Kevin explained the primary reason he wanted the District to secure this shoreline parcel is to provide a viable alternative for 

a surface water intake and additional capacity if needed in the future. Some possible reasons for that include experiencing 
groundwater contamination or if the Great Lakes Basin begins to charge a certain price per gallon of water used from the basin. 
Surface water is still regulated and requires greater treatment and maintenance costs than groundwater.  
As another alternative, this parcel could also be a discharge point for treated wastewater effluent in the future.  

- The water was turned on and the outside meters reinstalled at the Bellhaven Subdivision to water the grass in their medians the 
previous day, which they remove and turn off every fall and reinstall and turn on every spring to prevent freezing. 

c) Status of 2018 projects. 
- The contractor for the Sandhill Farms Subdivision expects to begin construction next month, which will make 50 new residential 

lots available in the Town of Omro. Kevin stated the District plans to begin installing municipal water and sewer services the 
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following month, and houses could begin construction while this project is ongoing. Since a house takes about four or five months 
to build, the sewer and water would be installed well before that time, and staff may release permits prior to construction being 
completed so homeowners can obtain their building permits. He added most of the parcels already have water and sewer services 
installed, except for some on the cul-de-sacs. The lots in this subdivision will range in size from 21,000-35,000 square feet. 

- Two permanent generators that will be installed at two lift stations in the Town of Omro are ordered and will take six to nine weeks 
to be delivered.  

- Staff is obtaining a quote for three pressure transducers, which will be approved later this year prior to installation. 
6) Old Business. None. 
7) New Business. 

a) Discuss and act on Resolution 2018-6-1 to approve the submission of the 2017 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for the 
Wastewater Utility to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Jim stated the CMAR looks excellent and the resolution 
was submitted previously. Peter made a motion to approve Resolution 2018-6-1 to approve the submission of the 2017 

Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for the Wastewater Utility to the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources/second-Jim/carried unanimously. 
b) Discuss and act on policy requiring developers of all new sewer and water extensions to install an eight foot radius asphalt crown 

around the manholes and valve boxes to protect utilities from damage.  
- Kevin sent a draft version of the policy to the Commissioners previously. He explained when new subdivisions are developed, 

gravel is installed until the road is asphalted. Some of the District’s manholes are in the middle of the road, and as gravel is 
washed away over time by snow plows and other traffic, manholes become visible and get hit by snow plows. In order to 
prevent damage to snow plows and manholes, the District proposes to require developers to install asphalt 8’ around and 
slightly above the manholes so snowplows can glide over them. If manholes are less than 8’ from the edge of the road, asphalt 
would only be required to the road edge. Once approved, this policy would take effect in both towns.  

- Peter asked who is responsible for damaged utilities now when slow plows hit them, and Kevin answered the District has 
billed the owner/developer in the past or required them to fix the damaged utilities until the municipality accepts ownership 
of the road. Kevin also sent this draft policy to Town of Omro Chairman, Brian Noe, to see if he had specific language to add 
for holding developers responsible for the utilities in the road until it is paved, and Kevin asked the Commission to provide 
leeway for the finalization of the policy. 

- Ray suggested the District add grading requirement language to the Developers Agreement since it is a signed contract which 
would state that the developer is responsible for repairing the District’s infrastructure when damage occurs. Peter added it 
probably is difficult to collect for such a bill if something does get damaged because the developer often thinks their 
responsibility ends once the work is completed. Ray also suggested the District have both towns state they will not accept 
responsibility for the roads until everything is completed, including any outstanding bills to the town and/or the utilities, 
adding the developers are going to want the town to take over the responsibility for the road(s). 

- Jim made a motion to adopt the policy as stated with revisions at the Director’s discretion/second-Peter/carried 

unanimously. 
c) Discuss and act on 2017 Consumer Confidence Report prior to publishing.  

- Staff presented a final copy of the CCR from the publisher to the Commission at the meeting. Jim stated it was a great report, 
and Peter added it was well done, with a lot of information, and he liked the District statistics it included. Jim made a motion 

to approve publishing of the 2017 Consumer Confidence Report as submitted/second-Peter/carried unanimously.  
- Jim also asked if staff receives questions on the CCR after it is delivered. Sara answered the most common request received 

is to lower the water valve in their yard to grade, which the District offers to do at no charge. Kevin stated since the District 
receives about a dozen phone calls for that every year, staff keeps that article in the CCR. Peter added he believes the article 
requesting residents keep fire hydrants clear of snow and weeds is also important to keep in the CCR.  

- Peter verified this newsletter is only sent one time per year and mentioned using a system that emails everyone at once to 
notify residents of upcoming events, changes, and news, much like how schools notify all parents of everything, which is 
quite easy and efficient. The challenge with having a Facebook page for information like that is continuously maintaining it.  

- Jim mentioned he likes the District’s new website, but he has a hard time finding things such as the previous year’s CCR and 
the District’s Meeting Minutes, and Sara stated she would make some changes to make navigation easier. 

- Kevin mentioned the CCR removed any mention of the pager number as staff plans for it to become obsolete within six 
months. Staff will send out new stickers with the quarterly water bills that contain the District’s emergency contact 
information to replace the previous sticker on the water meters. 

8) Jim made a motion to adjourn the regular monthly meeting at 4:20 p.m./second-Chad/carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  ___________________________________________ 
     Michael Claffey, Accounting Manager 
 
Approved:   ____________________________________________ 
     James Savinski, President  


