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Town of Algoma Sanitary District #1 

August 7, 2019 
Regular Monthly Meeting.  
1) Open regular monthly meeting. 
2) Commission Secretary Chad Hayes with Commission Treasurer Peter Cernohous present called the regular monthly meeting 

for August to order at 12:00 p.m. Also present were Utility Director Kevin Mraz, District Accounting Manager Mike Claffey, 
and Utility Clerk Sara Gonzales. Attorney Ray Edelstein arrived during the discussion on the Status of 2019 Projects. 
Commission President Jim Savinski was excused. 
a) Chad noted the District is using a tape recorder for maintenance of the minutes. 
b) Approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Mike mentioned the minutes had been changed to be signed by Peter. 

Peter made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular monthly meeting on July 11 with the change 

noted/second-Chad/carried unanimously. 
c) Approve cash receipts & investments for sanitary and water. Peter made a motion to approve the cash receipts for 

sanitary and water for July as submitted/second-Chad/carried unanimously. 
i) Note any investment changes. None. Mike mentioned the Fed lowered the interest rate by 0.25% at the end of 

July, which moves the target to 2%-2.25%, and they are discussing lowering it at least another 0.25% at their 
September meeting. This would lower the interest rate the District earns at the Local Government Investment 
Pool since it follows the Fed’s rate, and Mike anticipates a reduction in interest revenue for the rest of the year. 

ii) Note any balance adjustments. None. 
d) Approve pending bills and previous disbursements for sanitary and water. Mike mentioned the following information 

regarding pending bills: 
- NTD: August 2019 internet service and phone bill of $327.08 received that morning.  
- Alliant Energy: an additional $170.24 due for gas and electric for Omro lift stations, for a total bill of $629.52. 
- Verizon Wireless: August 2019 cell phone bill of $344.32. 
- WPS: July 2019 electric and gas service for Algoma lift stations and well houses, for a total bill of $3,509.11. 
- Bond Trust Services: bond interest payment of $21,253.13 due on September 1. 
- Chad made a motion to approve the August pending bills and the July previous disbursements for sanitary and 

water with corrections as noted/second-Peter/carried unanimously. 
3) Public Forum. No one was in attendance from the public. 
4) Commissioner Statements. 

- Peter stated he appreciated moving the meeting to that day. He also appreciated how Kevin handled the last monthly 
meeting with the homeowners from Lansing High Point. Peter stated he needed more information about the situation 
and was happy to receive it at that meeting. Kevin updated the Commission on that previous agenda item stating staff 
sent the petition for removal to one of the homeowners for them to work directly with the Town of Omro to remove 
their jointly-owned parcel from the District and complete their Certified Survey Map (CSM). He added the District 
would be available to these homeowners should they need municipal water or sanitary sewer service in the future. 

5) Director’s Report. 
a) Review of District statistics. No discussion was had on this agenda item. 
b) Correspondence. No discussion was had on this agenda item. 
c) Status of 2019 projects. 

- Oakwood School: Scott Lamers Construction installed a private water service to serve Oakwood School, which 
connected to the municipal water system in July. There was residual sediment inside the water softener, but the 
plumber bypassed it and flushed the lines. The school will likely replace the water softener in the future. Kevin 
would look into when Oakwood School was initially built to determine the possibility of interior lead service 
lines.  

- City of Omro: Chad stated he was approached by a City of Omro resident who stated the City said water rates 
would increase due to their Well #3 project but the City would not say by how much. Kevin explained the Public 
Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSCW) has a simple tool on their website that can provide an estimate of 
how much rates would change after a utility completes a new construction project. The PSCW would also require 
a construction authorization since the cost of this project would be greater than 25% of the prior year’s operating 
revenues.  

6) Old Business. None. 
7) New Business. 

a) Discuss and act on a potential development with Commerce Partners, LLC in the Town of Omro on Springbrook 
Road. 
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- Kevin stated Commerce Partners, LLC recently purchased three large parcels in the Town of Omro, with 
Springbrook Road running through the middle parcel. The District has a gravity sanitary sewermain installed 
down Springbrook Road to the District’s lift station, and the District’s nearest watermain is installed at the 
Leonard Point Road and Harbor Village Drive intersection. The developer understands they would be responsible 
for the cost to extend watermain about one-half mile down Leonard Point Road from Harbor Village to their 
development. The watermain would pass a few properties on Springbrook Road that could help offset the 
developer’s cost if the homeowners were interested in connecting to it within 10 years of construction. 

- Kevin handed out a draft map of this proposed development, which could create 30 new residential lots, a few of 
which would be on the lakefront, with the possibility of adding a community pier that would provide water 
access for the rest of the subdivision. Kevin met with the developer to explain some of the facts and challenges. 
These parcels are zoned as R-1, which is single family residential, and the Town of Omro Future Land Use Plan 
also labels these parcels as residential. The Commissioners instructed Kevin to move forward on planning with 
the developer. No action was required. 

b) Discuss and act on providing sanitary sewer and municipal water service to Parcel #016-0331-02. 
- Kevin presented a map of this parcel, which is located just west of the Town of Algoma line off Leonard Point 

Road by Bellhaven Estates. The homeowner stated they currently have a concerns about their private septic 
system behind the house along with a private well, and their contractor stated the property is not large enough for 
a new private sewer system. The District has municipal sanitary sewer service at a manhole that is within 120’ of 
this property corner, and Kevin would propose to tap the nearest watermain to provide both sewer and water 
service to his property line, with the homeowner responsible for installing utilities from the property line into his 
house. 

- The former Omro Sanitary District installed 17 water and sewer services throughout the large parcel to the north 
of this parcel along the proposed Lakeland Drive to Roeder Court; however, the plat was never finalized. The 
property was foreclosed, and Kevin contacted Winnebago County, the owner of this parcel, about obtaining an 
easement through the proposed Lot 26. The County Treasurer told Kevin she would present a request for an 
easement to their Corporate Council and would notify him whether the easement would be granted.  

- Kevin informally provided the homeowner costs of about $12,000 each for municipal water and sanitary sewer 
service. The homeowner would not be required to connect to water, but he would connect to sewer as soon as it 
was made available. If the County grants the easement to provide water and sewer service to this parcel, Kevin 
asked for Commission approval to proceed with the estimate of $12,000 each to the homeowner. Ray explained 
the request would have to go to the County Board, which could take a few months to be approved, but he did not 
think they would have an issue with granting it. Kevin explained the cost to install sanitary sewer to the property 
line, and the homeowner would pay that in addition to the Contribution in Aid of Construction Charge plus a 
$500 connection charge to the City of Omro Wastewater Treatment Plant. Kevin recommended this project and 
sought Commission approval to pursue it.  

- Kevin also stated the District is not seeking to receive payment for the sewer special assessment on the parcel to 
the north for the proposed 17 future lots because it would be received when that parcel develops in the future. 
Once the final plat is approved, the entire development would be ready for sale. The homeowner mentioned 
possibly buying Lot 26, but he cannot submit an offer to purchase until the final plat is approved. Kevin 
explained the homeowner would need to petition to be added to the Sanitary District, which he is willing to do. 
Peter made a motion to allow staff to pursue providing sanitary sewer and municipal water service to 

Parcel #016-0331-02/second-Chad/carried unanimously. 
8) Adjourn. Chad made a motion to adjourn the regular monthly meeting at 12:45 p.m./second-Peter/carried 

unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  ___________________________________________     
     Michael Claffey, Accounting Manager 
 
Approved:   ___________________________________________ 
      Chad Hayes, Secretary 


